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Current research  Design and development of functional catalysts based on acid—base combination strategies for

interests: asymmetric catalysis, organocatalysis, hypervalent iodine catalysis, and dehydrative condensa-
tion catalysis, and of artificial enzymes for biomimetic cascade reactions; design and
development of conformationally flexible chiral supramolecular catalysts that have enzymatic
functions

Hobbies: Nature (especially large trees), reading novels, traveling

My favorite saying IS ... “Simple is best” (Occam’s razor).

When 1 was eighteen I wanted to be ... a great chemist!
Chemistry is fun because ... it allows one to be creative.

The most important future applications of my research are ...
made supramolecular catalysts.

industrial syntheses using our tailor-

The secret of being a successful scientist is ... to never give up and to maintain good health.
My favorite time of day is ... the early morning in my office before starting work.
M y favorite molecule is ... iodine.

Young people should study chemistry because ...
biology.

it is a central science that connects physics and

The most important thing I learned from my students is ... their laboratory observations are far more
powerful than the ideas and solutions that come from my desk.

In a spare hour I ... go the gym and then have a long bath.

M y favorite painter is ... Hokusai Katsushika (an ukiyo-e artist of the Edo period, 1603-1868). The
design of our recent cover picture (see left) was based on his picture “Red Fuji”.
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